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Key Selling Points  The untold story of the Korean    

War now once again available  
             A classic piece of war reporting  
              that has great resonance today  

 

ÔAs an eye-witness he is brilliant.Õ  
The Times, January 1952 

 
ÔRequired reading at the United Nations and in the chancelleries of the West.Õ  

The Economist December 1951 
 

ÔNo one who cares about the good name of the United Nations can  
read this book without shame.Õ    Barbara Castle,Tribune, December 1951 

 
Outline  Reginald Thompson reported from Korea for the Daily Telegraph during the four 

months in which the Korean war was ÔwonÕ and ÔlostÕ. After the assault on Inchon, in 
September 1950, he followed UN forces up to the Manchurian border and back, 
witnessing scenes of appalling brutality.  As Thompson commented: ÔThere were few 
who dared to write the truth of things as they saw them.' In Cry Korea  he tried to set 
that record straight. Thompson was sickened by the carnage of AmericaÕs military might 
used against 'an almost unarmed enemy, unable to challenge the aircraft in the skies'. 
Every enemy shot, he wrote, 'released a deluge of destruction. Every village and 
township in the path of war was blotted outÕ.  
 
Introduction by Professor Richard Keeble of Lincoln  University School of 
Journalism.  
 
A percentage of proceeds from the sales of Cry Korea go to the charity KHANDEL 
LIGHT in memory of Thompson's granddaughter Charlie who lost her life in a train 
accident at the age of 13. KHANDEL LIGHT raises money for desperately deprived 
children in Rajasthan, one of India's poorest provinces.  
     

Biography  R.W.Thompson was born in 1904 and spent a brief period at Lloyd's of London, before 
setting out on his travels to learn about himself and the world he lived in. He became a 
cowboy in Argentina and a jackeroo on a sheep station in New South Wales. 
During the thirties he went back to South America and reported on the Gran Chaco war 
for the Morning Post. But when WWII broke out he was drafted for Intelligence 
service.In l944 he reported on the D-Day landings for the Sunday  Times which lead to 
his career as a writer. Thompson died in 1977. 
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