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ÔIf I live fo r fifty  years, I shall dream of it [A Week At Waterloo]É from this hour to the 

day of my death , with the most fr ightfu l realityÕ  Charles Dickens 
 
Key Selling Points Extract in Daily Mail on anniversary of day of publication 
 Feature in GuardianÕs Family Supplement 

One womanÕs true and heart-rending story of war, love and loss, remarkable for 
its subject, style and literary history 
Published on the anniversary of the Battle of Waterloo  
Magdalene de Lancey has come to symbolize all the women who have ever 
waited for their men to return from war 
Introduction by  Andrew Roberts, author of Napoleon and Wellington and 
Waterloo: Napoleon's Last Gamble (2005 

   
Outline  Magdalene and William de Lancey were married after a whirlwind romance just months 

before the cataclysmic battle of Waterloo. American-born William, one of the first 
professional officers in the British army, was called by the Duke of Wellington to serve 
as his chief-of-staff – among his duties was to choose the exact spot on which the 
battle would be fought. When hostilities erupted, Magdalene fled to Antwerp for safety, 
where she hid her head under her pillow to block the sound of the guns. Late one 
afternoon, while talking with Wellington, de Lancey was hit in the back by a canon ball. 
 
Magdalene de Lancey’s honest and heart-rending account of her struggle to nurse her 
husband back to health was originally written as a letter to her brother. It thus has a 
striking immediacy and any woman who has ever nursed the man she loves will 
empathise with Magdalene’s fears, hopes and sorrow. She was widowed ten days after 
the battle after having been married for only three months.  
 
First written in 1815, Magdalene de Lancey’s original manuscript remained unpublished 
for eighty years until 1906.   
 

Biography Lady Magdalene Hall married Colonel Sir William Howe de Lancey, Wellington's 
deputy quartermaster-general, on April 4, 1815. After his death she returned to Britain 
and eventually remarried, but died shortly after the birth of her third child in 1822. Two 
of her descendants; her great-grandson and great-great grandson died fighting in World 
Wars 1 and 2.  

 
A percentage of profits to be donated to the Armed Forces Families Association 
which supports the families of British servicemen. 
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